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Spanning nearly 5000 years of textile history, this book covers the field from the first practical and

decorative use of fabrics to the introduction of modern synthetic materials. Organized in an A to Z

format, the work provides information on fabric, fabrication methods, machine processes (felting,

weaving) and more. At the same time, the book also covers methods of producing and treating

fabrics, such as block printing, calendering and delustering. Biographies of major textile and fabric

innovators are also included.
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The author's extensive background in costume and commercial textiles is evident in this

one-volume encyclopedia written for the general reader. Entries emphasize manufacured as

opposed to handcrafted textiles and include information on fabric types, natural and manufactured

fibers, manufacturing processes, finishes, surface design, and dyeing. There are also brief

biographical sketches of individuals notable in textile history. The volume is illustrated throughout

with line drawings and photographs. Individual entries are linked by cross references. This is

recommended for large public and academic libraries. (Photos not seen.)-- Janice Zlendich,

California State Univ. Lib., FullertonCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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